Minutes of the 10 February 2000 MSRR Board of Directors Meeting

Modeling and Simulation Resource Repository
Minutes of February Board of Directors Meeting

1. Background

The MSRR Board of Directors held a face-to-face meeting at the Air Force Agency for Modeling and Simulation (AFAMS), in Orlando, FL on 10 February 2000 from 0900 to 1300.
2. Attendees

DMSO, CDR Dave Johnson (via phone)

DMSO, Gary Misch

DMSO, Linda Baker

DMSO, John Powell

AFAMS, Catherine DiPlacido

AFAMS, Bob Rohlfing

AMSO, Richard Maruyama

AMSO, Wanda Wharton

NAVMSMO, Frank Valenzuela

NAVMSMO, Doug Romig

NAVMSMO, Dave Billingsly

DIA, Debbie Harvey (via phone)

BMDO, Carl Bang

BMDO, Mark Warren

BMDO, Karen Smith

C4ISR DSC, Keith Dean

MSIAC, Mike Meehan

IST-UCF, Robert Reed

IST-UCF, Tammie McClellan

DMSO ADS, Dave Kendrick (via phone)

3. Agenda  
Located at: http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/feb2000/agenda.doc
4. Updates

4.1. Air Force 

MSRR update details can be found at: http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/feb2000/AirForce.ppt.

4.2. Army 

Currently updating resource information.

4.3. BMDO

No update.

4.4. C4ISR 

Keith Dean advises that accuracy, completeness, and currency are his primary repository goals.  Briefing at:  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/feb2000/C4ISR_DSC.ppt
4.5. DIA

Defense Intel MSRR reps attended the Army SMART conference, sharing a booth with AMSO.    The majority of work is being done at NGIC.  The classified system should be done by the end of March; challenge is how to best transfer over current customers.  Coliseum (secret) handles the production requirements in the INTEL community.  They are investigating whether the A&A function will provide certain activity tracking which DIA mandates. 

4.6. DMSO

Goal is to push ahead on interoperability next month (March 00).

4.7. Navy

Center for Naval Analyses (CNA) has been tasked with evaluating the utility of the Navy system.  The next release is due in September, 2000.  A pressing goal is the need to determine return on investment stats.

The Navy is using an information discovery agent similar to DMSO’s Infoseek to index Internet sites. They have indexed 1,000,000 records (going about ten levels deep).   This took about a week; there is no limitation as to the number of records using this particular indexer.  Indexing will be available from a portal on the Navy site, with .mil domain sites to be initially indexed; M&S-related .edu and .gov sites will be added later.

5. Discussion Points

5.1. Does the MSRR house metadata or resources?

The services are at the metadata level and their repositories are “keepers” of the metadata, not the resources, although they may contain links to the resource.  BMDO is the opposite – they actually house the resource. The DMSO site currently holds mostly metadata, but is capable of holding actual resources.

5.2. Will DIA shift some metadata so that it can be searched by other nodes?

This is the intention, but final call and method not firm.

5.3. Are there quality identifiers for data in the MSRR?

The services all have Resource Coordinators (RCs) to determine QA.  A minimal set of data elements is required.  The difficulty is in requiring this when people are voluntarily registering resources, as increasing the required metadata set ads an increased burden.

The Authoritative Data Sources (ADS) Library’s core set is based on the Verification, Validation, and Accreditation (VV&A) Recommended Practices Guide.

5.4. The “Hamre Guidance”

5.4.1. Does the Hamre Guidance have a very narrow or very broad interpretation?  Is Mobile Code directed to data coming in or does it also include data going out?

Conclusion is that if we stay away from Category 1 technologies such as ActiveX and Postscript, we’ll be okay.  Therefore, the services and BMDO are in compliance.

5.4.2. NIPRNet Requirement

The 22 August 1999 OSD memorandum mandates that all .mil sites move to the NIPRNet. Doug Romig (Navy – SPAWAR) stated that their interpretation is that all NIPRNet sites must use password login. Mr. Romig will provide reference. Gary Misch (DMSO) will provide information on requirement for randomly generated passwords on DoD sites.

6. Action Items

6.1. BoD Charter

Charter is renewed annually. Intention is to brief MSWG, requesting renewal, in Apr or May. Please provide your feedback and inputs regarding the Charter as soon as possible and before the next BoD meeting.

6.2. BoD Membership

It was proposed by the TSSG that the BoD consist only of nodes that are interoperable;

DMSO (representing OSD) would be the BoD lead when interoperable.

Services and BMDO are already;  C4ISR DSC is included as they are beginning to make data available. NGIC intends to become interoperable at some level, based on DIA security requirements

Secretary’s Note: BoD drew no final conclusion. This is a good item for discussion and decision during Mar meeting.

6.3. Roadmap for the Future of the MSRR

There was a proposal, and general agreement, that the MSRR, as a system, needs a roadmap, written by the BoD, and staffed for approval through the MSWG and EXCIMS. Work will begin during the week of 14 Feb, with a goal of completion within 60 days. Some of the items that should be considered for inclusion:

· Enhanced interoperability

· The ability to provide Defense-Industry Resource Repository (DIRR) services in accordance with simulation based acquisition concepts

· A move toward a M&S Knowledge Management System that includes:

· Decomposition of models

· Data mining tools

· M&S training and education

The following will form the cadre that will draft a strawman for the initial roadmap:  Gary Misch, Carl Bang, Dave Billingsly, Frank Valenzuela, Bob Rohlfing, Keith Dean, Wanda Wharton.

6.4. Passwords (requirement for, and random generation of)

Doug Romig and Gary Misch will follow-up.

7. Upcoming Events:

Slides located at:  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/feb2000/UpcomingEvents.ppt 

· Teleconference the morning of 17 February for the BoD Roadmap Working Group

· MSRR BoD teleconference:  14 March 2000 at 1330

· MSRR BoD videoconference: 4 April 2000 at 1330

· MSRR BoD May face-to-face meeting changed to 10 May 2000

BoD Meeting:  10 February 2000
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