Minutes of the 25 May 2000 MSRR Board of Directors Meeting

Modeling and Simulation Resource Repository
Minutes of 25 May 2000 Board of Directors Meeting

1. Background

The MSRR Board of Directors held a Board of Directors meeting on 25 May 2000 from 0900 to 1200.
2. Attendees

DMSO, CAPT Dave Johnson

DMSO, MSRR Program, Gary Misch

DMSO, MSRR Program, John Powell

DMSO, MSRR Program, Linda Baker

DMSO, ADS Program, Mike Hopkins

DMSO, HLA Program, Chris Turrell

AFAMS, Cathy DiPlacido

AFAMS, Bob Rohlfing

AMSO, Wanda Wharton

BMDO, Kurt Kluge

C4ISR DSC, Keith Dean

NAVMSMO, Frank Valenzuela

NAVMSMO, Larry Urbik

3. BoD Updates

DMSO reports that the brief to Dr. Etter was well received.  She was impressed and pleased with the consensus organization structure and the system’s capability.  An area in which we need to provide better service is the interchange of data between users.  (For example, if we aid User A in converting a database into useable data, how then can User B also retrieve it?)  The new version of the DMSO MSRR was demonstrated at Industry Days.  It now has the ability to search the tri-service simultaneously with the DMSO node. 

Air Force advises that new templates are in place; and their next build will take place in 9/00.  Almost 40 studies have been added in the past few weeks.  They are developing a survey which they hope to approach a user with after his fifth (approx.) visit (there is a “cookie” concern).  They are also considering using subject matter experts on their website.

Navy intends no major changes until mid-year (after survey receipt/review).  As funding has decreased, they need to perform an overall assessment of resources.

DSC is developing a proposed interface control document, and when completed, will circulate to the BoD; ultimately would like the BoD to manage it.  In addition, initial development has been completed to support search of the DSC repository by other nodes; testing is in progress, and DSC will be added as a search capability shortly.

BMDO requested technical point-of-contact information from all nodes.

Army reports that content updates are being executed via site visits.

4. MSRR Metrics

Cathy DiPlacido presented the AFMSRR Metrics Plan, which was well received and generated discussion regarding terminology (specifically “request”, “hit”).  Questions also arose as to what software is being used to extract data (DMSO uses Webtrends).  If a user is not accepting cookies, will he always be documented as a “new visitor” in the metrics?  Each BoD node will give a short brief at the 7/00 meeting on the website measurement methods used, with specific definitions of terminology.  

5. Roadmap Update

The Roadmap is particularly important as a major revision of the M&S Master Plan is expected in the next year.  Keith Dean suggested that goals need to be laid out that will enable the MSRR to become more than just a reference repository/catalog.  Specifically needing improvement are:  identification of resource proponent, pursuit of SIPRNet, promotion of the MSRR, reporting of metrics, and development of core data elements.

6. Industry Days Lessons Learned

Industry Days was a positive experience; planning, execution, and technical support were excellent.  Reuse and collaboration were the buzzwords heard during Industry Days.  We need “success stories” supporting these concepts.  Considerations for next year include possibly renting laptops for the nodes and consolidating the Army, Air Force and Navy exhibits into one tri-service booth.

7. Keywords 

John Powell distributed the most recent version of the keyword list.  The difficult part is reducing a list of synonyms to one concept equals one term (a term can consist of single or multiple sets of words).  Discussion ensued about who/how to reassign keywords to the existing resources.  For new resources on the DMSO MSRR, keywords will be assigned at time of approval by the Registrar with the MSIAC’s guidance.  The DMSO MSRR keyword list is undergoing revision and will soon be posted on the BoD website.  Also looking into tools for mapping taxonomies back and forth.

8. SBA DIRR Update

The SBA booth at Industry Days raised questions about the status of SBA.  Is it a program and if so, is it funded? If funded, what is it’s specific mission? What is the status of the DIRR vice DIR as mentioned in the booth literature?  Gary Misch to investigate.  In the meantime, the Air Force and Army are developing a DIRR.

9. Schedule of Future Meetings Update

June teleconference definitely cancelled.

Next teleconference is 11 July 00; next face-to-face meeting in Alexandria, VA on 8 August 00.

10. Open Actions

Suspense
Date of Action
POC
Description
Status

Open
5/2/00
G. Misch
Technical exchange.
Funding now in place

7/11/00 BoD meeting
5/25/00
G. Misch
Nodes to brief on website measurement methods used, with specific definitions for terminology.
Open

6/8/00
5/25/00
J. Powell
Finalize DMSO MSRR keyword list and post on website.
Open

Open but asap please
5/25/00
G. Misch
Nodes to provide Technical POC information to move ahead on Interoperability Standards.
Open

Open
5/25/00
G. Misch
Contact Debbie Harvey of DIA for update
Open

Open
4/4/00
G. Misch
Reconsider Roadmap outline and redistribute for consideration.
Open

Open
5/25/00
K. Dean
Complete Interface Control Document and circulate to BoD.
Open

Open
3/00
SPAWAR
Provide update to BoD on NIPRNet login/password reference document.
Open

Open
5/2/00
Wharton/Kluge
Forward document describing next release to Gary Misch.
Open

11. Closed Actions

Presented MSRR re-Charter at MSWG; approved.

Industry Days completed.

Brief to Dr. Etter completed.
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