Minutes of the 11 August 1999 MSRR Board of Directors Meeting

1. Attendees

1.1. The MSRR Board of Directors held a face-to-face Board of Directors meeting on 11 August 1999 from 0900 to 1700.

1.2. The following were in attendance: http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/attend.xls
DMSO, CDR Dave Johnson

DMSO, LTC Mac McKeon

Air Force, Catherine DiPlacido

AFMSRR, Bob Rohlfing

UCF-IST, Tammie McClellan

Army, Wanda Wharton

Navy, Dr. Frank Valenzuela

MEL, Dr. Fred Newman

MEL, Ed Weitzner

BMDO, MAJ Danny Mason

BMDO, MAJ Jim Ashworth

BMDO/JNTF, Carl Bang

BMDO/JNTF, Bryan Hartwig

C4ISR, Deborah Kelly

TASC, John Kelsey

VRI, Danny Holtzman

ADS, Mike Hopkins

AB Tech, Gary Misch

AB Tech, Linda Baker

AB Tech, Mike Meehan

AB Tech, Jason Bewley

AB Tech, Marc Erlandson

IITRI, Jerry Feinberg

IITRI, Bob Stuckey

Innotiv, Inc., Jim Augins

Innotiv, Inc., Gary Garingo

SAIC, Gordon Tillery

2. Agenda:  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/agenda.doc
3. Introduction and Briefings

3.1. CDR Johnson opened the meeting and relayed his immediate objectives:

3.1.1. What does the BoD want and need?

3.1.2. Where does DMSO fit in – what is its role?

3.1.3. DMSO wants the MSRR to be helpful for all

3.2. Gary Misch’s presentation centered on upcoming events and admin remarks.  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/events.ppt  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/intro.ppt
3.3. Tammie McClellan presented the TSSG briefing.  Discussion points that evolved included:  http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/tssg.ppt
3.4. Interoperability – need to define

3.4.1.1. Currently, Air Force, Army, Navy and BMDO catalogs can be searched through the TSSG site.  The TSSG is content with their setup.

3.4.1.2. C4ISR looks at tools from their perspective; they tie into a studies database and connect the tools to particular studies.  However, C4ISR would consider taking the password requirement off the M&S part so that those searching through the TSSG MSRR can access it.

3.4.1.3. MEL feels that it would be advantageous to get supporting information to supplement resources found on individual sites.

3.4.1.4. Marine involvement in the BoD and MSRR:  The Marine Corps declines involvement, as they do not want public access to information.  Access to their resources requires a user name and password.

3.4.2. Rating of resources

3.4.2.1. The Tri-Service MSRR doesn’t offer ratings like ADS; however, the resource is reviewed.  It is up to the user to contact the POC for further information.  Metadata, not the actual model, is provided to the user.

3.4.3. Search software

3.4.3.1. Nodes don’t have to run the same software in order to search each other’s catalogs.  A prime example of this is BMDO who doesn’t, but can search.

3.4.3.2. Expect to be able to perform a QBE search (search a particular field for a specific value) in about three weeks.

3.4.3.3. What search engine is used?  The TSSG MSRR calls upon whatever search engine is used by each node.  For ex., BMDO uses a variation of Infoseek; Navy uses an SQL query.  Basically, TSSG MSRR performs a “text string” search.

3.4.3.4. TSSG MSRR cannot search sites where a user name and password are required.

3.4.4. “Openness”, particularly on the web

3.4.4.1. It was agreed that even on the unclassified side, openness is decreasing.

3.4.4.2. The Air Force will be on the SIPRNET by the end of August and expects to be an INTEL link by the end of the year.

3.4.5. Metrics

3.4.5.1. Basic stats about web access can be ascertained, but without sign on and password, can’t really track useable stats.  

3.5. Deborah Kelly presented the C4ISR brief. http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/c4isr.ppt
3.6. C4ISR’s site is a research tool, not a catalog.  Sign-in and password are required as the information gleaned is crucial to the analysts who use it to reduce costs.

3.6.1. C4ISR reiterated their desire to be put on as a link on the other BoD sites.

3.6.1.1. Bob Rohlfing will follow up with C4ISR to expedite this.

3.7. MEL Requirements – Fred Newman: http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/mel.ppt
3.8. DIA Requirements – Deborah Harvey: http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/dia.doc
4. Upcoming Users Group Meetings, Users Group Conferences, SIWs

4.1. AFAMS plans a Nov 99 Users Group Working Group (UGWG) meeting with resource coordinators, who speak for their community.

4.1.1. Not everyone has the same definition of “resource coordinator.”

4.1.2. The Navy is considering two UGWG meetings (one on either coast)

4.2. Users Group Conferences

4.2.1. The consensus is that it is difficult to get requirements out of big meetings.

4.2.2. Does the BoD want Users Conferences to become part of SIW in the future – specifically in Spring 2000?

4.2.2.1. If yes, 2 times a year

4.2.2.2. If no, one time per year

4.3. SIW – 9/99

4.3.1. DMSO Lite – run by MSIAC, with two towers.  One is available for repository demos.  Contact Gary Misch if interested.

4.3.2. SIW – Spring 2000

4.3.3. Call for papers for Spring 2000 SIW – early Sep 99.

5. MSIAC

5.1. Marc Erlandson presented a brief on the MSIAC. http://www.msrr.dmso.mil/bod/aug11/msiac.ppt
5.2. Call for proposals for state-of-the-art target areas.

5.2.1. The MSIAC helpdesk refers any model sponsored by a service to that service.  If it’s already registered, it is not duplicated on the “DMSO” MSRR.

5.2.2. Who’s in charge of Joint models?

6. End Notes and Action Items

6.1. The DMSO MSRR is just another node and should cover enterprise-level activities:

6.1.1. Joint

6.1.2. CINCs

6.1.3. Things the services lack funds for

6.2. The DMSO MSRR will:

6.2.1. Continue cataloging Joint and some agency resources

6.2.2. Purge anything owned by a known sponsor

6.2.3. Pass onto nodes that which should belong on their MSRR

6.3. Goals and objectives can be communicated electronically via the Special Interest Area (SIA):

6.3.1. Objectives are achievable within five years

6.3.2. Goals are long-term

6.4. Gary Misch will email the strawman document to the bod-list

6.5. Definition/Status of Interoperability

6.5.1. Innotiv definition of interoperability is at a much higher level than the TSSG.

6.5.2. Jim Augins of Innotiv will update his interoperability brief and distribute it to the BoD prior to the 21 Sep 99 teleconference.

6.6. OSD Policy on Classified Websites – CDR Johnson will distribute electronically to BoD.

6.6.1. All nodes except the Army will have classified sites.

6.7. 9/99 SIW Demos – contact Gary Misch if you want to demo (13-16 Sep)

6.7.1. In addition, Gary has to write an article on the MSRR for SISO’s online newsletter and invites your inputs.

6.8. Consensus is the way to run the program

7. Upcoming Events

7.1. 21 Sep 99 at 1330 – BoD teleconference

7.1.1. Air Force may have a problem with that date

7.1.2. Jim Augins of Innotiv will present updated interoperability briefing

8. Closing.  The meeting was adjourned at 1700 hours.
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